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A Short History

Although Ada Loverlace is often described as the world’s first programmer
for her specification of a method of calculating certain numbers to used
on Babbage’s Analytical Engine, Konrad Zuse is usually credited with
developing, "Plankalkul” ca. 1945, the forerunner of modern programming
langauages (see http://www.catb.org/retro/plankalkuel/ ).

Jean E Sammet wrote the classic book: Programming languages: history
and fundamentals, Prentice-Hall, 1969.

Thomas J. Bergin and Richard G. Gibson, History of Programming
Languages, ACM Press, 1996.

Tony Hoare, Federico Biancuzzi and Shane Warden, Masterminds of
Programming: Conversations with the Creators of Major Programming
Languages, 2009, featuring the creator of Python, Guido van Rossum (see
http://www.python.org/~guido/).
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Charting the History

* Eric Lévénez’s up-to-date Chart covering 50 key
languages at http://www.levenez.com/lang/

* The basis of O’Reily’s History of Programming
Languages (up to 2004) at
http://oreilly.com/pub/a/oreilly/news/languagep
oster 0504.html

 The Language List maintained by Bill Kinnersley
lists around 2500 Programming languages at

http://people.ku.edu/~nkinners/LanglList/Extras/I
anglist.htm
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FLOSS Languages

 The Top 10 Programming Languages on GitHub can be
found here (note Python is joint 3"):
https://github.com/languages

 On Source Forge, between

2000 and 2006, the top

language was Java followed by C++ and C with Python

at position 6:
http://wismuth.com/lang/

anguages.html

* Chart posted on FLOSS Mo
position 5): http://flossmo
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History of Python

Python was developed about the same time as
Tim Berners-Lee was developing the W3 software
which made the web possible.

Both were available to the public in the early
nineties: Python in 1991, W3 software in 1993.

Today Python is recognised as one of the major
programming languages on and off the web.

Michael Ogawa’s Code Swam video showing the
evolution of Python and its developer community
through a visualisation of the project’s commit
history, see http://vimeo.com/1093745.



http://vimeo.com/1093745

